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THE RENAISSANCE CHRISTIAN
OR HOW TO LOVE THE LORD WITH ALL YOUR MIND



The Renaissance
rebirth of culture


spanned the period 
roughly from the 14th to 
the 17th century, 
beginning in Italy in the 
Late Middle Ages and 
later spreading to the 
rest of Europe. 


western culture and 
civilization wanted to 
look at the world afresh



rediscovery of Greek and 
Latin literature


new look at art


educational reforms


seeds the Scientific 
Revolution


new ways to view politics



the Renaissance man or woman was one who was well 
educated or who excelled in a wide variety of subjects or fields



idea developed in Renaissance Italy by 
Leon Battista Alberti (1404–72): that 
“a man can do all things if he will.” 

Alberti was an Italian author, artist, 
architect, poet, priest, linguist, 
philosopher, & cryptographer



led to the notion that people 
should embrace all 
knowledge and develop their 
capacities as fully as possible. 
(our emphasis in today’s talk) 

thus the gifted men of the 
Renaissance sought to develop 
skills in all areas of knowledge, 
in physical development, in 
social accomplishments and in 
the arts.



Da Vinci


painter, sculptor, engineer, astronomer, 
anatomist, biologist, geologist, physicist, 
architect, philosopher



Francis Bacon


English philosopher, statesman, 
scientist, jurist and author



Copernicus


mathematician, astronomer, jurist 
with a doctorate in law, physician, 
quadrilingual polyglot, classics 
scholar, translator, artist, Catholic 
cleric, governor, diplomat and 
economist.



Michelangelo


Italian Renaissance sculptor, 
painter, architect, poet, and 
engineer who exerted an 
unparalleled influence on the 
development of Western art



high priorities?


developing their 
mind 

becoming thoughtful 
& reflective 

pursuing knowledge, 
wisdom & reason as 
a daily priority in life



now we pit things against each other


now too specialized


now not “allowed” by some to care 
about philosophy or history or 
science or politics


now anti-intellectualism



but we are made in image of God


that includes ability to read, think, 
reflect


and then using those abilities 


Mark 12.30 Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind and with all 
your strength


love and serve with entire being 
including mind



if so, how can we become 
“Renaissance Christians”?



Inventory!

too much on entertainment? 
too little reflecting?


how much time do we spend 
stretching our mind?


how much time do we spend 
testing and discerning like the 
Bereans did?



Remember!

All intellectual virtues 
are drawn from 
scripture


All truth is God’s truth


How do we pursue 
it?



Daily Pursuit

Reading is a 
profound way to 
change 
intellectual life.



Goal!!!

Set short and long term 
goals!


Devote a set amount of 
time each day to reading.


Skim (preread) books to 
decide which are worth a 
full investment of your time.



Set a goal to 
analytically read 
(reflective reading) 
a certain number 
of books a year.


Try synoptical 
reading (reading 
multiple books on 
a single topic) to 
develop a well-
rounded view.


But read what???



the Classics of western culture

There are many, 
many books here



Homer


The Iliad 

The Odyssey 

Herodotus


The History



Plato (lots of 
stuff there)



Aristotle


Euclid


Virgil



Plutarch


Chaucer


Shakespeare



Machiavelli


de Cervantes


Descartes



Milton, Swift, Kant, Melville, Tolstoy, 
Dostoevsky, Solzhenitsyn…



the Christian 
Classics

Athanasius: On the 
Incarnation 

Augustine: Confessions; On 
the Trinity; On Christian 
Doctrine; The City of God 

Anselm: Prosologian; Cur 
Deus Homo



Thomas Aquinas: Summa 
Theologica; Summa 
Contra Gentiles 

Martin Luther: The 
Bondage of the Will; 
TableTalk 

John Calvin: The Institutes 
of the Christian Religion



Blaise Pascal: Pensées; The 
Provincial Letters 

Jonathan Edwards: A Treatise 
on Religious Affections 

Søren Kierkegaard: Fear and 
Trembling; The Sickness Unto 
Death 



the Christian 
contemporary 
classics

C. S. Lewis: Mere Christianity 

J. I. Packer: Knowing God


Alvin Plantinga: God, Freedom, 
and Evil 

Ronald Nash: Faith and 
Reason



More!

Equip yourself to engage 
people on the topic of 
faith by selecting books in 
biblical theology, worldview 
thinking, logic, and 
rhetoric.



Current Issues

news options include the more traditional 
newspapers, magazines, and academic 
journals



e.g. such 
popular 
Christian 
magazines as 
World and 
Christianity 
Today. 



cutting-edge technology makes it 
even easier to stay up-to-date with 
informative websites, podcasts, 
blogs, and mobile apps, including...



iTunes U is full of 
good stuff



Apologetics 315 a helpful 
website that offers, 
among other resources, a 
list of the top Christian 
apologetics podcasts.



Recognize 
Limits!!!

All communication channels 
are naturally subject to 
some bias.


TV and radio can be 
especially susceptible to 
skewing their reporting by 
focusing more on sound 
bytes and sensationalism.



Consider Adler & Van Doren’s 
assessment on this matter:


Television, radio, and all the 
sources of amusement and 
information that surround us in 
our daily lives are also artificial 
props. They can give us the 
impression that our minds are 
active, because we are 
required to react to stimuli 
from outside. But the power of 
those external stimuli to keep 
us going is limited.



Expand your Education

Sign up for classes, either 
online or at a local 
institution, in topics such 
as literature, history, 
philosophy, science, 
mathematics, religion, 
psychology, and the arts.



For excellent online 
learning tools, try The 
Great Courses (formerly 
The Teaching 
Company).



Reasons To Believe 
(RTB) offers an array 
of courses on science 
and faith via our online 
learning program, 
Reasons Institute.



Attending lectures and academic events in your area can be a great 
supplement (or possibly more economical alternative) to classes.



Learn a New 
Language

Language studies 
stimulate the mind like 
few other intellectual 
endeavors and provide a 
great way to combat the 
effects of aging on the 
mind.



Visit the 
museums...
Check your city’s website for 
information on museums and 
other centers of cultural 
learning, both in your 
hometown and the 
surrounding area.


Plan a visit to an important 
landmark or two the next 
time you take a vacation.



Visiting sites like these 
is an excellent way to 
involve your whole 
family in the learning 
experience.



Conclusion



Keep reading the Bible! Keep going to church! Keep going to Bible 
Studies!… those are the high priorities



But consider “embracing all 
knowledge and developing 
your capacities as fully as 
possible.”



You will be a more well-rounded 
person, less likely to fall to winds of 
doctrine, more likely to be used by 
God to reach those that many 
Christians will not or cannot reach



Now go, and be a Renaissance Christian



Thanks to Renaissance 
Christian, scholar Ken 
Samples of Reasons To 
Believe for outline, ideas, 
and hard work!


