
WHY
even ask?



2 CHRONICLES 1: 8-12



FAIR WARNING

• I’m not here to tickle your ears 

• Some here will become very uncomfortable 

• But we are followers of Christ who love the truth, 
and who are not afraid



MORMONS AT 
THE DOOR

• How often have we “got ‘em!”? 

• We showed them... 

• how their Scriptures are flawed 

• how their “history” is really 
fantasy 

• how prophecies were either 
not fulfilled, or were changed 
along the way 

• And they have no good counter-
arguments



BUT!

• But a nonbeliever hits us with a tough 
question about our scriptures 

• or our “sordid” history 

• or asks how God is so violent, 
but preaches peace



• or asks how a God of love can allow evil and suffering 

• or how science and the Bible are so unbelievably “incompatible” 

• or asks about proof that Jesus even existed...



• We will often tackle them with a 
bad attitude and awful arguments 

• or just bury our heads 

• or change the subject  

• or use ridiculous bumper sticker 
theology like "God said it,  
I believe it, That settles it!"

AND



• When alone after being challenged 
we go through a crisis of faith and 
run away, 

• or close our ears and sing out 
loud and try to live in blissful 
ignorance

AND/OR



AND/OR• We extend out that 
attitude! 

• If our believing friends ask 
us questions we say 

• “Ask your mother or the 
pastor or... someone else!” 

• or “Just believe!” 

• or - worst of all -  
“DON'T ASK 



All of the above reasons - and 
more - are signs of people who 
will not use their minds.



• What is the difference 
between Mormons at the 
door and many American 
Christians??? 

• both have been taught the 
beliefs almost without 
asking a single critical 
question 

• both "feel" it is the truth

DIFFERENCE?



• both feel comfortable 
within our “family” 
environment (little risk 
of being challenged) 

• both ignore the tough, 
hard questions about 
their faith 

• both witness as if they 
really believe

DIFFERENCE?



BUT NEITHER... • NEITHER IS IN THE HABIT 
OF THINKING CRITICALLY 

• NEITHER IS IN THE HABIT 
OF QUESTIONING WHY 
THEY BELIEVE WHAT THEY 
BELIEVE 

• Why do we have the truth 
and they don't? Not 
Mormons, nor the Witnesses, 
nor atheists, nor [fill in the 
blank]… just we!



WELL... • Well, how about we just 
hope we are the lucky 
ones? 

• How about we just 
accept everything Chuck 
or Pastor Brian says? 

• How about we just 
believe, and just move 
on? 

• No. No, we won't. 



BIBLE

• Let me appeal to our own scriptures 
on why we should “own up” and face 
the tough questions...



Let us reason together, says the Lord  Isaiah 1:18



Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for 
they received the message with great eagerness and examined the 
Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.  Acts 17:11



For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who 

knocks, the door will be opened.  Mt 7:8



Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind.’  Mt 22:37



Test everything. Hold on to the good. I Thess 5.21



• How about we ask questions and do not 
shy away from the tough stuff? 

• How about we seek the truth, and don't 
just let it come to us, only to embrace it if 
it feels good? 

• Seek, ask, knock - all active, none passive

SO HOW ‘BOUT THIS?



• How about we learn to 
examine what our pastors 
or teachers or me or anyone 
says and do not accept just 
because we like the guy or 
he’s smart or educated or 
good looking or funny (like 
me)? 

• (But neither reject something 
someone says just because 
we don’t like the guy)



BENEFITS OF THINKING CRITICALLY

How does thinking 
critically benefit us 
and others???



SELF 
• We learn there are answers 

to the tough questions 

• We have peace with our 
faith (because if Christianity 
is not the way, we need to 
leave… now.) 

• Our confidence that Jesus 
is the Truth shoots through 
the roof.



SELF 
• Helps clarify our 

own world view 

• Helps us examine 
things and hold on to 
the good 

• Helps dissolve 
inconsistencies 

• Helps us to chuck 
the bad 



OTHERS 

• We need not depend on the 
battle of the burning bosoms to 
discover truth 

• We can learn to see the flaws in 
other faiths or opinions and help 
them, not stab them in the head 

• Like examining a patient! 

• If you examine to find the truth, it 
may hurt, but it can save a life 



FAMILY 
• We help the next generation 

learn to question and examine 

• We help them through their 
inevitable crisis of faith 

• We pass on a spirit of critical 
thinking and become a 
stronger family because of it 

• Instead of saying “Don't ask!” 
we can, like our Father, say, 
“Come, let us reason together 
you and I…”



CHURCH 
• Our church can 

benefit when we 
can have non-
combative 
coffeeshop 
discussions on 
aaaannnnyyyything 

• All the time we 
are discovering 
the truth or 
refining our own 



CHALLENGE 

• Can we try this year to ask some hard 
questions about our own worldviews? 

• Pray Our Lord puts the question in 
front of you, then pray you have what it 
takes to tackle it



• Can we examine what Brian or 
others say - with a good 
attitude - and check to see if it 
makes sense?



• Can we ask our friends 
and kids very soon - before 
they get into late high 
school - how we can help 
them understand? Ask if 
they are having any doubts 
(perfectly natural!)? 

• Then go help them find 
answers, doing that with 
confidence so you will 
both discover the truth? 



• Can you talk in 
non-combative 
conversation with 
others of our faith 
or another faith and 
help them (and you!) 
discover the truth 
about a particular 
issue?



• Asking others “Why...?” will often 
tick them off because you 
challenge the “sanctuary” of their 
worldview 

• You will eventually get smacked 

• Decide if that’s the “hill you want 
to die on” 

• There is a time to ask, and a time 
to shut up

WARNING!



• There are answers to all those questions posed earlier 

• Here are some starter helpers…

REASSURANCE



• godandscience.org 

• reasons.org 

• reasonablefaith.org 

• str.org 

• swordandspirit.com 

• apologetics315.com

ONLINE



AND PLENTY OF BOOKS

• like Ken Samples’ book with answers to 
questions like: 

• How Can I Believe in a God I Can’t See? 

• Did Jesus Christ Actually Rise from the Dead? 

• Don’t All Religions Lead to God? 

• How Can a Good and All-Powerful God Allow 
Evil?



OR JUST ASK ANDREW



Let's do that knowing The Lord 
is with us, wanting to fill us with 
wisdom and insight 

But let’s do it.     


